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Billy Gra ham was quoted as saying, “Church can be come a drab thing
and the bi ble, an irk some book if the Holy Spirit does not il lu mi nate
your soul with His in dwell ing pres ence.”

The sev enth chap ter of John is all about Je sus in the midst of chaos while
deal ing with the world. Be fore this time, in all the pre ced ing chap ters and many
that come af ter, peo ple came to Je sus, to His “court” so to speak. They left the
con fu sion of the life that was all around them and went to a heal ing ser vice or
went to Him for coun sel or ad vice. He would teach them in par a bles. In es sence,
He had com plete con trol and it was ev i dent who He was. 

But here in chap ter seven we see Je sus presented in the mid dle of chaos,
in the midst of po lit i cal thought, in the midst of a whole gen er a tion in the Jew ish
faith that did n’t know what was truly go ing on. They were con fused in the mid -
dle of all the things which go on in the ev ery day perplexity of life, almost like
the pic ture of what we see hap pen ing in Wash ing ton D.C. in our  cur rent day.
Ev ery body has their own opin ion and chaos is ev ery where. 

I re mem ber one psy chol o gist tell ing me, “You know, Pe ter, the abil ity for
an in di vid ual to sur vive in chaos is an in di ca tor of their in tel li gence. Those who
can not han dle it will re treat into a place where they have more con trol.” Now,
you may re mem ber the story of Howard Hughes who be came more and more
con trol ling, more and more OCD in his en vi ron ment. If his com puter was a lit tle 
cock eyed, he would have to im me di ately straighten it.

Maybe you have never been like that, but I have. When things get kind of
“crazy,” I like to make things or derly. I would go into my mi cro-bi ol ogy lab and
say, “What are these girls that work in the lab do ing?!” Ev ery thing was in dis -
ar ray. In my way of think ing there was a place for ev ery thing so the first thing I
would do was go around straight en ing things up. 

I have to tell you that even this morn ing my bath room sink does n’t look
very pretty. I have learned to live in chaos. I have learned to deal with the “re -
treat ing mech a nism” in my psy che that wants ev ery thing or dered. You will find
your self, ei ther to day or later on, in a place where there is chaos around you.
What you do and how you deal with that is an in di ca tor of how much you are
con nected with the Lord Je sus Christ Him self through the Holy Ghost. 

That is why Billy Gra ham said those words. He re al ized that just read ing
the bi ble was n’t enough. You had to have the Holy Spirit within you to give you
the wis dom to be able to go through those cir cum stances. You know bi ol o gists
will tell you the rea son we have such a huge brain, the ce re bral cor tex, com pared 
to other an i mals, is what? I would think maybe so we could get food. No. So we
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could live in com fort. No. They say, “No. The real rea son for all of that grey
mat ter is so you can un der stand hu man in ter ac tion, so you can un der stand and
com mu ni cate with other hu man be ings.” This is the rea son you can un der stand
and com mu ni cate in sit u a tions even like this in a Church set ting with other peo -
ple. You would be able to come up front and to share a word of what the Lord
has spo ken to you. What an awe some thing. So now you know why you have
such a big brain! Now, let’s use it!

It is so easy to re treat into my back brain, the me dulla, and say, “I just
want ev ery thing lined up. It’s got to be just this way.” If you think about it, that is 
the way the Holy of Holies was. You had the cur tains on the out side of the tem -
ple and they were all folded in spe cific dif fer ent ways. Peo ple would come in
there ca su ally talk ing, do ing what ever, a lot of stuff go ing on in the world and
they just hap pened to find them selves in the courts of the tem ple. But then as
they go into the Holy Place, things be come more or dered. Then they go fur ther
into the Holy of Holies and ev ery thing is even more or dered! Ev ery gar ment,
ev ery part had to be just and so. If you go into a con ven tional Church in this day,
you will find the same thing go ing on. Out side, per haps the stones need to be
pointed, the side walk may be crack ing but all of a sud den there is the door. The
door is pol ished and ev ery thing is ready. You go in and there is the mat to wipe
your feet on and it is not cock eyed. It is right in the ex act, proper place. You go
in and all the pews are lined up in the right place. It gets even more or dered as
you go up be hind the al tar and even the flow ers there are ar ranged just per fectly. 

In some of these ca the drals it be comes un be liev able how much or der is
found the closer and closer you move to wards the po si tion of the Cross. It is just
beau ti ful. Well, I am here to tell you that is re ally not God! That is hu man think -
ing. That is a hu man way of putt ing God in a box. It is a hu man way of say ing,
“God can only work in a cer tain way and at a cer tain time. Je sus can only have
heal ing ser vices if He has ev ery thing un der con trol.” Well, I have news for you.
Je sus is Lord of Lords and King of Kings. His Lord ship per me ates the earth, ev -
ery part of it. Ei ther that is true or it is not true. 

The gov ern ment is on His shoul ders even in Wash ing ton! You can go to
sleep eas ier  to night know ing that. It does n’t mat ter what side of the cur tain you
are on or what pol i tics you are em brac ing. Ev ery body is name-call ing no mat ter
which side you are on. Ev ery body is point ing fin gers. Peo ple aren’t even re ally
say ing any thing. They are pos tur ing as I pointed out last week. They are try ing
to cre ate a nar ra tive so you will un der stand what they want you to be lieve, rather 
than think ing for your self, rather than lis ten ing to the Holy Spirit, rather than
ask ing for the wis dom of God. Is n’t that some thing?

Now it is good to have or der. It is—with things in place. I be lieve the rea -
son we have or der is so that when chaos does come, we are ready for it! We
know right where the tool is and can go to it. There fore we learn the scrip tures,
we learn the bi ble. Why do we have that or dered con cept of learn ing scrip ture?
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So when we need it, it is avail able to us. The scrip ture says that when we need it,
the Holy Spirit will bring it to our re mem brance. 

Seven Ob ser va tions from Chap ter Seven

1)  The tim ing of events. In this par tic u lar text there are sev eral things that 
come to my mind be cause Je sus says, “I’m not go ing there. I’m not go ing to this
feast. There is just so much chaos. I’m just not go ing.” How ever, in this chap ter
we will see the tim ing of God is im por tant. You don’t just act. You wait for the
tim ing of the Lord.

2) Je sus does not avoid chaos. He is not afraid of it. You might be afraid
of chaos but He is not. He brought or der in the midst of chaos.

3) Je sus is Lord. He is the Christ. He is the one in charge.

4) There is the prom ise of the Holy Spirit that He gives to these dis ci ples
when they had no way of know ing what He was talk ing about. But we here to -
day DO. The Holy Spirit is so awe some and it is crit i cal for us to un der stand and
nav i gate through very cha otic times. Let us back up a bit and dis cuss the hol i -
days, Thanksgiving, Christ mas, and New Year’s Eve. These fam ily times can be 
very cha otic even when the ta ble is spread out and the chairs are all in place.
Once ev ery body starts talk ing and the vol ume rises, “AAAAAaaaaah! Where is
an other room I can go to?” 

So, we need to call on the Holy Spirit even in those times. You ask the
Lord, “Who do you want me to talk to? What do you want me to bring?” And the 
most im por tant thing you can do in this life is to ENCOURAGE each other even
if it is one per son The most im por tant thing you can do is to en cour age. This is
true. Yes. 

5) Crowd psy chol ogy. We will also find in this chap ter some thing about
crowd psy chol ogy. We now find our selves in crowd psy chol ogy more and more. 
I don’t have to go too far, just Walmart or what ever store, and I am find ing peo -
ple “all over the map.” There is a cer tain “think” that goes on in crowds. Ei ther
you be lieve this or you be lieve that! Ei ther you are a Re pub li can or you are a
Dem o crat. You are Con ser va tive or you are a Lib eral, or you are a this or a that,
what ever it might be. But, your think ing as a Chris tian should not be to make or
choose sides. Your think ing should be, “What does the Lord want me to do?”

6) All au thor ity co mes from heaven. Je sus said to Pi lot, “The only con trol 
you have over Me is given to you from heaven.” Do you be lieve that? Je sus said
it. 

7) Sadly in this chap ter, ev ery one has their own ideas. We know that from 
Isa iah. Ev ery one does what is good in their own eyes and then they walk away.
That is the end re sult of hu man un der stand ing. All this grey mat ter, all the think -
ing we can do, re sults in ev ery body do ing what they think is right. But, there is a
higher call ing that we have as Chris tians, not to do just what we think is right,
but to find the pur pose and the call ing of the Lord in the Holy Spirit. Be ing filled 
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with the Holy Spirit gives us that unc tion to say, “This road is wrong.” Even
though ev ery thing might be lin ing up tell ing us it is the right way to go yet the
Holy Spirit might say, “Don’t go through that door.” When you hear a voice
say ing that, lis ten to it. Hes i tate for a mo ment and ask the Lord. “Is there an -
other way? Is there an other pur pose? Is there an other thing you want me to
do?” 

—Seven Ab so lutes from John Chap ter 7—

Num ber 1 - The Tim ing of God

Ev ery thing un der God has a sea son.

7 1Af ter this, Je sus went around in Gal i lee. He did not want to go about in 
Judea be cause the Jew ish lead ers there were look ing for a way to kill
Him. 2 But when the Jew ish Fes ti val of Tabernacles was near, . . .

The so ci ety Je sus was find ing Him self in, where ev ery body is do ing their 
own thing and the Feast was at hand.

 3 . . . Je sus’ broth ers said to Him . . .

I’m guess ing that James the brother of Je sus was among them.

 . . . “Leave Gal i lee and go to Judea, so that Your dis ci ples there may see
the works You do. 4 No one who wants to be come a pub lic fig ure acts in
se cret. Since You are do ing these things, show Your self to the world.” 5

For even His own broth ers did not be lieve in Him.

Whoa. All they are say ing to Him is, “Je sus You have a min is try. We can
see the mir a cles You are do ing. You fed the 5,000. Look at all the peo ple You’ve
healed from dis eases. You need to go to the Feast and show Your self. This is
Your time for ad ver tis ing.” Have you ever had peo ple say that to you. “You need 
to speak up for your self. This is your time for ad ver tis ing. This is your time to
say who you are to the peo ple.” Well Je sus says:

6 There fore Je sus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time
will do . . .

You are al ways ready to give an ac count, to give a de fense on how good
you are. Even if you did some thing wrong you would think, “I did it be -

cause¾” We are al ways ready for that, aren’t we? I know be cause it is there in
me. My time is al ways ready. Go ahead. Ask me a ques tion! Well, it is n’t so in
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit may say, “Your time is n’t now. Cool your jets and
walk away.” 

7 “The world can not hate you, but it hates Me be cause I tes tify that its
works are evil. 8 You go to the fes ti val. I am not go ing up to this fes ti val,
be cause My time has not yet fully come.” 9 Af ter He had said this, He
stayed in Gal i lee.
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So here He is in Gal i lee and you would think that would be the end of the
con ver sa tion. Is n’t that in ter est ing. Je sus says, “I’m go ing to stay in Gal i lee.
You go ahead.” But His ac tual mo ti va tion for say ing that was so that He could
be there for a lit tle while yet un dis cov ered.

Num ber 2 - Je sus as Lord in the Mid dle of Chaos
10 How ever, af ter His broth ers had left for the fes ti val, He went also, not
pub licly, but in se cret.

Je sus is lis ten ing to ev ery thing we say even in se cret. To all of the things
we’ve said in se cret, they are not pri vate to Him. He knows what you are think -
ing be fore you say it. 

11 Now at the fes ti val the Jew ish lead ers were watch ing for Je sus and ask -
ing, “Where is He?”

They were think ing He was go ing to be there. There was much com plain -
ing amongst the peo ple con cern ing Him. “Why is n’t He here?!” You can imag -
ine the con fu sion go ing on.

12 Among the crowds there was wide spread whis per ing about Him. Some
said, “He is a good man.” Oth ers re plied, “No, He de ceives the peo ple.”

So here is the di chot omy.

“No, He de ceives the peo ple.” 13 But no one would say any thing pub licly
about Him for fear of the lead ers.

So what is the rea son for all this chaos? Fear! Fear. Fear of what was go -
ing to hap pen. Fear of the Jews, those who were in au thor ity. Now, about the
mid dle of the Feast Je sus went up to the tem ple and taught. He makes Him self
known.

15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such
learn ing with out hav ing been taught?”

You know you don’t have to know ev ery thing in or der to be led by the
Holy Spirit. Is that a sur prise to you? Ha. How many times have you looked
back af ter hav ing had a con ver sa tion with some one and said to your self, “Boy,
that was the Holy Spirit. It did n’t come from me.” 

16 Je sus an swered, “My teach ing is not My own. It co mes from the one
who sent Me. 17 Any one who chooses to do the will of God will find out
whether My teach ing co mes from God or whether I speak on My own. 18

Who ever speaks on their own does so to gain per sonal glory, but he who
seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is noth ing
false about him. 19 Has not Mo ses given you the law? Yet not one of you
keeps the law. Why are you try ing to kill Me?”

Je sus is n’t try ing to make friends or in flu ence the crowd in a par tic u lar
way. He is sim ply stat ing things the way they are, the truth of what the Fa ther is
do ing in His life and in His min is try. 
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20 “You are demon-pos sessed,” the crowd an swered. “Who is try ing to
kill you?” 21 Je sus said to them, “I did one mir a cle, and you are all
amazed.”

Re ally? He did more than one. It is in ter est ing He said that. One work
may be re fer ring to the feed ing of the 5,000. But what about all the peo ple He
healed. It is al most like He is say ing that all those heal ings He did, all those dis -
eases were just part of the mercy of God and not His spe cific min is try or call ing.
Think about that in your prayer closet. 

21 Je sus said to them, “I did one mir a cle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet,
be cause Mo ses gave you cir cum ci sion (though ac tu ally it did not come
from Mo ses, but from the pa tri archs), you cir cum cise a boy on the Sab -
bath. 23 Now if a boy can be cir cum cised on the Sab bath so that the law of
Mo ses may not be bro ken, why are you an gry with Me for heal ing a
man’s whole body on the Sab bath? 24 Stop judg ing by mere ap pear ances,
but in stead judge cor rectly.”

So many times peo ple say not to judge lest you be judged. Scrip ture,
right? That kind of judg ment is hyp o crit i cal. We are not to par take of hy poc risy
but He said not to judge ac cord ing to ap pear ance but judge with righ teous judg -
ment. This means that there is some thing about the Holy Spirit within you that is 
able to dis cern evil from good! It does n’t mean we start name-call ing but we can
cer tainly find out whether what peo ple are do ing is right or wrong. Judge with
righ teous judg ment. I love that.

So Je sus is in their midst. Je sus is Lord and He is a teacher in their midst.
He does n’t avoid be ing in the mid dle of con flict or chaos. 

Num ber 3 - Je sus is the Christ

Je sus be gins to make state ments that in this con text, I can not be lieve He
would ven ture to make. They can not pos si bly be gin to un der stand what He is
say ing. Some times a proph esy may come to you and the Holy Spirit may say
some thing to you which is not un der stand able. Don’t throw it away. Write it
down and ask the Lord to make it real to you. Some times He is say ing things
that are not for this sea son but for sea sons to come, not for this week but for next
month. In this chap ter, many things that Je sus said are just like that. 

25 At that point some of the peo ple of Je ru sa lem be gan to ask, “Is n’t this
the man they are try ing to kill? 26 Here He is, speak ing pub licly, and they
are not say ing a word to Him.

So they were afraid, but why is n’t Je sus afraid of the au thor i ties? So they
said noth ing to Him. 

“Have the au thor i ties re ally con cluded that He is the Mes siah? 27 But we
know where this man is from; when the Mes siah co mes, no one will know
where He is from.”
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So now Je sus makes a state ment. He pro claimed loudly. He did n’t whis -
per it. He did n’t say it in pri vate. He said it pub licly so all could hear. This is His
first an nounce ment.

28 Then Je sus, still teach ing in the tem ple courts, cried out, “Yes, you
know Me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on My own au -
thor ity, but He who sent Me is true. You do not know Him, 29 but I know
Him be cause I am from Him and He sent me.”

Do you think that in the con text of this chaos, any of them could un der -
stand what He is say ing?! Be fore the Cross could any one un der stand what He is
say ing? Be fore the rev e la tion that He is Very God of Very Gods could they un -
der stand what He is say ing? There are de nom i na tions to day that don’t be lieve
that Je sus is the Christ. The Mor mon’s be lieve Him to be an arch-an gel. Is lam
be lieves that He is a holy prophet. But that is sim ply not enough. Je sus is Very
God of Very Gods. He is say ing that in these verses in ways they could n’t pos si -
bly un der stand. 

30 At this they tried to seize Him, but no one laid a hand on Him, be cause
His hour had not yet come.

 Je sus is go ing to go be fore you even in cir cum stances that mean evil to -
wards you. Je sus can go be fore you. Is n’t that true? It is true in my life.

31 Still, many in the crowd be lieved in Him. They said, “When the Mes siah 
co mes, will He per form more signs than this man?”

So some be lieved Him. They be lieved be cause of what He pro claimed
but mostly be cause of the signs that were fol low ing Him. 

32 The Phar i sees heard the crowd whis per ing such things about Him.

There’s a lot of chaos go ing on, a lot of think ing, that gray mat ter burn ing
with en ergy. What does this mean? Where do we go from here? What is Je ru sa -
lem? How is the Jew ish com mu nity go ing to re ceive this? How do we re spond?
What do we do? This is a crowd prob lem, mur mur ing, good and bad.

 Then the chief priests and the Phar i sees sent tem ple guards to ar rest
Him. 33 Je sus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am go -
ing to the One who sent Me. 34 You will look for Me, but you will not find
Me; and where I am, you can not come.”

There is no way that they could un der stand what He was say ing. But the
dis ci ples re mem bered it. John re mem bered it and he wrote it down. It was spo -
ken through the chaos, through the cir cum stances Je sus was in and He spoke
right into eter nity! I’ve tried to make that point be fore. Some times when Je sus
speaks He is n’t speak ing for the mo ment at all. He is speak ing into eter nity.
Those words are true to day, true then and true for ever when we’ve been there
10,000 years. 

35 The Jews said to one an other, “Where does this man in tend to go that
we can not find Him? Will He go where our peo ple live scat tered among
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the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36 What did He mean when He said,
‘You will look for Me, but you will not find Me,’ and ‘Where I am, you
can not come’?”

So they heard the words but they did n’t have any way of un der stand ing.
Un der stand ing co mes out of the chaos.

Num ber 4 - The Prom ise of the Holy Spirit
The most im por tant ob ser va tion in this text, in all of this Je sus speaks

some thing that is so very true.
37 On the last and great est day of the fes ti val, Je sus stood and said in a
loud voice, . . .

He cried out His first proc la ma tion say ing He is Lord!

. . . “Let any one who is thirsty come to me and drink.

“First of all, I have the an swers. First of all, ALL of your de sires are not
out there in your think ing, but they are right in here, in Me! Let him come to me
and drink.” Is n’t that why I would come and wor ship the Lord on Sunday? Yes. 

38 “Who ever be lieves in Me, as Scrip ture has said, rivers of liv ing wa ter
will flow from within them.”

Whoa. Really? Is n’t that what He said to the woman at the well? Is n’t it
true in our lives? We don’t have to wait for some per son to speak into our life.
We know, from our re la tion ship with the Lord, co mes the wa ter that cleans, that
gives us the sat is fac tion to our thirst. Noth ing else can quench it. Rivers of
LIVING wa ter, not just wa ter. Liv ing wa ter speaks of some thing that has ini tia -
tive all its own. You don’t have to worry about turn ing a tap on or off. It has its
own life. 

39 By this He meant the Spirit, . . .

The Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, the one that we have, the one that we
were bap tized in, the one we speak in tongues with.

. . . whom those who be lieved in Him were later to re ceive. Up to that time
the Spirit had not been given, since Je sus had not yet been glo ri fied.

Je sus was n’t go ing to send the Holy Spirit and the power of the bap tism
of the Spirit un til af ter He was cru ci fied and He was sit ting down at the right
hand of the Fa ther. He was say ing to His dis ci ples, “If you knew what I was go -
ing to do, if you knew of that gift, you would be glad I was go ing.” When you are
fi nally filled with the Spirit ev ery thing you have learned up to this point is go ing 
to make per fect sense. Up unto this point you are only guess ing. 

Let’s go back to the crowd.
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Num ber 5 - Crowd Psy chol ogy

The crowd is al ways con jec tur ing, try ing to fig ure things out. Is n’t that
what is go ing on in the me dia to day?! The crowd gives all kinds of com ments
try ing to find out what is go ing on. Well, good luck. One thing I know is true: Je -
sus Christ is Lord. In that Lord ship is life, not death. So my bot tom line to mea -
sure whether some thing is true or not is to ask, “Is this thing bring ing life or
death, in ac tual fact? Or even Spir i tu ally?” Does it bring Spir i tual death or is it
bringing Spir i tual life? Are the in no cent, un born chil dren be ing killed or are
they be ing al lowed to live? That’s a pow er ful state ment that would be crit i cized
by some out side of this room. 

40 On hear ing His words, some of the peo ple said, “Surely this man is the
Prophet.” 41 Oth ers said, “He is the Mes siah.”

They are still con fused. Prophet, Christ? Who is this guy? What is go ing
on?

Still oth ers asked, “How can the Mes siah come from Gal i lee?

So now they are spec u lat ing about the scrip tural text, the his tory of who
they are as a Jew ish peo ple. The Feast was n’t for the Gen tiles. It was just for the
Jews. “Will the Christ come out of Gal i lee? Well, we know that is not true.”

42 “Does not Scrip ture say that the Mes siah will come from Da vid’s de -
scen dants and from Beth le hem, the town where Da vid lived?” 43 Thus the
peo ple were di vided be cause of Je sus. 44 Some wanted to seize Him, but
no one laid a hand on Him.

Num ber 6 - True Au thor ity co mes from Heaven

Is n’t that in ter est ing. They knew He should come from Beth le hem and
yet they did n’t know that He was. They need to get their facts right. True au thor -
ity does n’t come from a “crowd think,” of what peo ple think. True au thor ity
does n’t come from the Phar i sees. True au thor ity does n’t come from those who
have the po lit i cal or mil i tary power. The truth co mes from heaven and the au -
thor ity of the truth co mes from heaven.

45 Fi nally the tem ple guards went back to the chief priests and the Phar i -
sees, who asked them, “Why did n’t you bring Him in?”

So they sent hench men out to get Je sus yet they did n’t bring Him in! 
46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards re plied.47 “You
mean He has de ceived you also?” the Phar i sees re torted. 48 “Have any of 
the rul ers or of the Phar i sees be lieved in Him? 49 No! But this mob that
knows noth ing of the law—there is a curse on them.”

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Je sus ear lier and who was one of their
own num ber, asked, 51 “Does our law con demn a man with out first hear -
ing Him to find out what He has been do ing?”
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Wow, Nicodemus is mak ing an ap pear ance in this chap ter, talk about con -
fu sion. Re mem ber Nicodemus. He came to Je sus in the night be cause he was
afraid. A man who came and cared for Je sus af ter He was cru ci fied. 

This state ment, “Does our law con demn a man with out first hear ing Him
to find out what He has been do ing?” could be read into our House of Rep re sen -
ta tives. 

52 They re plied, “Are you from Gal i lee, too? . . .

. . . from these crazy peo ple, from this new sect?

. . . “Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of
Gal i lee.”

So they are quot ing the Law say ing, “You are crazy. You should have
taken Him. That was the time. That was the place you could have made your
state ment.” Well, the only au thor ity they have, whether they send out the Fed -
eral Mar shals, At tor ney Gen er als, do ing all kinds of things in this world, there is 
still only one power and au thor ity and that is in Je sus Christ and Him alone. I be -
lieve that and am will ing to stake my life on it. Amen. Ei ther it is true or it is not
true at all.

Number 7 - Ev ery one has their own Ideas

Lastly and sadly, ev ery one has their own opin ion. That is the state we find 
our selves in, in pol i tics, in ev ery is sue of what the United States rep re sents. Ev -
ery sin gle per son has their own opin ion. What a cha otic world we live in. Some
of these me dia per sons take a mi cro phone onto a col lege cam pus and in ter view
stu dents about what they think. You get so very many dif fer ent an swers! Ev ery -
body has their own opin ion. I’m tired of it. I want to re treat back into my lit tle
or derly world. I want to re treat back to the time when I was an al tar boy. I want
to re treat back to when I knew ex actly where the com mu nion el e ments were
sup posed to be next to the min is ter. I want to re treat back to where I know ev ery
book of the bi ble in se quence. I want to go back to my lab that is to tally or ga -
nized. I want to know where ev ery tool in my tool chest is. I’m not go ing to lis -
ten to the me dia any more or think about it any more. I’m go ing to walk away,
re treat from this chaos we are cur rently con fronted with to day. 

Sev eral times a week I think this way. But then the Lord speaks to me,
“Well, that’s your op tion. It is a free coun try.” I look at some of the pic tures I re -
cently took of the Rocky Moun tains and want to go over there. In one photo of a
long, long 7-8 mile stretch, there is one lone pe des trian, no cars. I thought,
“Wow. That’s where I want to be.” But the Lord said, “You are  not go ing that
way. Where I am tak ing you, you will be able to con front chaos. You are go ing to 
be able to take the chaos and bring or der in the midst of it just as Je sus did. The
or der is to pro claim, ‘Je sus is Lord.’ The or der is to pro claim the Holy Spirit 
and un der stand ing the ways of the Holy Ghost.” These are es sen tial to un der -
stand ing hu man na ture. It is n’t found in the grey mat ter that we have. All of that
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is just think ing. All of that will only lead to our own opin ion. How ever, I don’t
want my own opin ion. I want His opin ion and His opin ion is not an opin ion. It is
truth. I want the truth. I want to be a seeker of truth. I never want to re treat from
that. I never want to say, “I don’t care any more.” Rather I want to say, “I DO
care.” And to those who con front me about my stance on a sub ject, I will come
back with “Je sus is Lord.” I will come back with, “Are you seek ing the Holy
Spirit? Are you read ing the scrip tures? Are you in fel low ship with one an other,
en cour ag ing each other?” Those are the things that are im por tant.

So the state of the world is not good. The state of the Jew ish na tion in
chap ter seven is not good ei ther. In fact, if I’d have been the Lord I would have
left be hind that con flict think ing the sit u a tion was re ally bad, much worse than I
thought. I would have thought to never go back. “I’ll never go to that Church.
I’ll never go to that fel low ship.” 

This is the scrip ture we end with.

53 Then they all went home.

Have you ever thought about what some sim ple scrip tures like this one
may mean? What does this mean? It is a met a phor. When you go to  your own
home, you go to your own way of think ing. You go back to the or der that you
have. You go back to the closed doors, the win dows, the care fully placed rug
mat. Ev ery thing you have and own is there. Ev ery one went to their own house.
It is a sad tes ti mony to the Church when ev ery body goes to their own house. It is
not good. We will go to our own houses but they are not sup posed to be closed.
They are to be open. They should be open with an in vi ta tion to any one who
would come. Our house should be an open place for the word of God and for the
Spirit of the Lord to move. It is not a re treat cen ter, not a place to hide.

Our homes should be a safe place of com fort and en cour age ment, not a
place of chaos. But, you can not re treat there to get away from chaos. Amen. 

Sum mary - Je sus is Lord in All Hu man In ter ac tions

1) Je sus is never afraid of hu man chaos. It does n’t bother Him. He is not
ner vously pac ing in front of the throne of grace, wring ing His hands, won der ing 
what to do next. That is not His style. Rather He is firmly rooted in the truth of
eter nity and He is ask ing ev ery one of us as Chris tians to walk in that eter nity in
this up com ing 2020 U.S. elec tion, through all of the things stand ing be fore us.
Healthcare. Abor tion, etc.

2) Je sus pro claims Him self as Lord. This proc la ma tion is not an idle, re li -
gious proc la ma tion. It is one that is truth and the cen ter of your strength. The
Lord ship of Christ, He reigns. He is the one who is in con trol. He is the one with
ab so lute au thor ity. He is the one who is in charge, King of Kings and Lord of
Lords, no mat ter what com ing chaos con fronts us as a na tion and to us as in di -
vid u als.
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And lastly, 3) With out the Holy Spirit it is vir tu ally im pos si ble to walk 
through all of what is com ing with out trip ping, stum bling and fall ing all over
our selves. We need the guid ance of the Holy Spirit ev ery sin gle day in ev ery cir -
cum stance. If you wake up in the morn ing think ing you don’t need the Holy
Spirit to day, you are de ceived. I ask the Holy Spirit for even the sim plest of so lu -
tions. “Okay, what’s go ing on? What do You want me to do to day?” Many times
He may say He does n’t want me to do any thing but pray for a, b, and/or c. 

I will say this over and over and over. There is more power in prayer than
any thing else be cause you are con nect ing with eter nity when you pray. You are
con nect ing with He who is in power over all things. He who is om nip o tent. He
has no limit to His power. When He pours out His Holy Spirit, the Liv ing wa -
ters, it is n’t just a por tion. It is POURED out so that you can have it to over flow -
ing un til you bub ble up and you can not stop it any more!!! You are so ex cited
about what God is do ing. The em pha sis of the gift and the value of the Holy
Spirit in this chap ter is very sig nif i cant. Later on in this gos pel, it goes over all of 
the in tri ca cies of that re la tion ship you will have and what the Holy Spirit can
fur ther do for you.

We may have thought that we would n’t want to go into the chaos of chap -
ter seven. Better chap ter sev en teen per haps. But we would n’t want to go into the 
chaos of 2019 ei ther if we knew all of the po lit i cal things about to hap pen. I was
once the pres i dent of the Ver mont Young Re pub li cans. I am no lon ger Re pub li -
can; I am Con ser va tive but it does n’t mat ter. I still have to con front that in my -
self which al ways wants things or dered, al ways wants things to go the way I
think they should go. But they don’t al ways go that way. 

Let’s take a closer look to home. Now in this Church, we have brought
some young, neigh bor hood chil dren into our as sem bly. Let’s do a “here and
now.” The par ents of these lit tle ones are not here and the kids are hard to con -
trol. Do you think Je sus is afraid of that? Go ing back, the dis ci ples said, “Take
these kids away.” Je sus an swered, “Do not hin der them from com ing for from
such be longs the King dom of heaven.” These chil dren do need dis ci pline and
more con trol and un der stand ing.  

How ever, Je sus is not afraid of that. He is not afraid. He is more con -
cerned about how you re spond to it. So I am fall ing in love with them just as I’m
fall ing in love with all of you. It does n’t mat ter what side of the ar gu ment you
might take. I am so blessed to be in this fel low ship and with this com pany of be -
liev ers. I know that if I come with a prob lem, you are go ing to pray for me.
When I come with an is sue that I don’t un der stand, you are not go ing to say,
“There he goes again.”

You are go ing to pray. You may not have a word im me di ately but you are
go ing to pray and ask the Lord. We do that in our home groups rou tinely as we
share our lives to gether and on Fri day nights when we come to gether in prayer.
And so we should do at ev ery junc ture when we meet each other even if we just
bump into each other in the store, what ever. 
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Let’s Pray: Fa ther, I am so thank ful this morn ing, for this day, cloudy
and rainy. It mat ters not. Some peo ple are not here. They should be here,
peo ple who are not here be cause of com mit ments to fam ily and to travel.
Those too, peo ple who have walked away, the “prod i gals.” Peo ple that
are here but are trou bled. Peo ple that are con cerned. I am thank ful for
each one that You are call ing to Your self.
Lord, I pray that all of the things we are con front ing this year, through
this Hol i day sea son, the Sen ate, House of Rep re sen ta tives, Ex ec u tive
Branch, the Ju di cial, etc. It does n’t mat ter. All of them seem to be in
chaos. Ev ery where we look, ev ery one has their own opin ion. But, Lord,
we look to You and are thank ful, so thank ful, so very thank ful that there is 
only ONE truth, not two. There is only one God, the three in one, Fa ther,
Son and the Holy Spirit. You are Very God of Very God. You are King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. Help us not to lose track of that and be thank ful
for You meet ing us ev ery morn ing in prayer, meet ing us ev ery day in our
cir cum stances. 
I pray that You would give us words of en cour age ment, su per nat u rally
through the Holy Spirit. Awaken the Holy Spirit within us that it would be
that liv ing wa ter that Je sus was cry ing out and tes ti fy ing of in the midst of 
chaos, the liv ing wa ter from the very peo ple of God, which will trans form
this world. In Je sus’ name we pray. Amen

Pro phetic Word  Jan u ary 2020
Claudia Scott

The Mas ter’s Piece
In Jan u ary 2020, I had a dream in which there was a beau ti ful, new box of

Crayola Cray ons. I’m an art ist so I re ally have a heart for them. Then I looked

and my brother Pe ter took out the cray ons and mixed them all up, break ing
some. I cried and then woke up.

Later on that week I asked him about it and he said he had in deed done
that very thing when we were lit tle. Here’s what the Lord showed me and I
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proph e sied it to the Church soon af ter. (See Pe ter’s tract “Je sus in the Midst of
Chaos.”)

How does one make a Mas ter piece? Right now (Jan u ary 2020) we have
ev ery thing that we know to do all lined up and work ing, prayer meet ings, out -
reach min is try, home-groups, won der ful wor ship, etc. 

The Lord said all of that was about to change. He said to me, “Things are
about to get re ally messy.” I shared about all of this in clud ing the cray ons at
Church that Sunday even though it might not have made much sense to many.

Later that week, in stu dio class, (I am a pro fes sional watercolorist) I
looked at a gal next to me who is re ally super or ga nized when she paints. (See
pic ture) All in or der, labled, etc. Most of the new stu dents do so and should.
There is noth ing wrong with study ing the word, learn ing to wor ship etc.

Then I looked down at my pal ette (See pic ture) and was so im pressed
with the dif fer ence be tween hers and mine. When paint ing you get so caught up
with the work you al most don’t care what is go ing on in your pal ette. Al most
any thing goes. 
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Je sus told me that what He is cre at ing right now is be yond any thing
we’ve known so far and He’s go ing to re ar range and shuf fle and scram ble all we
are used to while He gets it done. Re li gion is go ing out the win dow. What we
think should be hap pen ing is go ing to be rearranged.

How ever, we are to know the end prod uct is so very won der ful, the Mas -
ter’s piece is what He is do ing. Just re mem ber and let go of your “re li gious”
ways, ways that used to work but won’t now. This could cause fear but not if He
tells us what to ex pect and trust, trust, trust.

There is noth ing to fear as we re al ize what is re ally go ing on. See what
came from my yukky pallette.

The pal ette may be a mess but look what is go ing to hap pen, some thing
only the Holy Spirit can do. The mighty rush ing wind is blow ing wher ever He
wants to go and is mov ing many to wards the Fa ther and His King dom to come.
Amen.
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